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I Key decision due. :today on area water
AQUEDUCTS

,o ,.,,, o,
And the Delia’s environment is d~teri~- ¯The metal floor plates pulsed with ener- The interests of th6 environment, rating under the strain, For weeks,, stateglr as seven condominium-sized pumps agriculture ~nd Southern California " and fedora!offiCialS,~ environmentalists,

i shoved millions of gallons of Northern Call- cities are to be weighed in a decision on ri~ltnre representatives and otbe~ haveJornia river water up a 2~,5.foot grade and how much water can be sent south Item
into a 444-mile aqueduct linked to sinks, b~en struggling to reach a codsensus onthe Sec~amento-S~.n Joaquin Delia. In
hoses and businesses in San Diego County. the past, the DeH~ has supplied hall of how to save the growing number el threat-

It was Thursday, Dec. 8, a special day San Diego’s waler~, ened species.

i only because the state°s Harvey O. Banks What 5al~pened Dec. "8 a{ the puntping
Pt~ml$ing Plant, at the ~-outh~n end of the plant illastrate~ the current "chaos ~n the
Sacramento-San .]oaquin Delia, was pump- Delta. The pumps were sending water to
ing more water to s<>uthern fields and cities reservoir along the aqueduct, a reservoir

I than before in 1994, even though it that held about half as much water forever
was operating only at 60 percent capacity. ¯ Southern California’s summer sopp|~r as it

How long these pampa can continue to should have by that date. Sot=them C,~5for-
push water south, and how much water nia pa~ nearly $1 million a day for the

I they will be the focus of a key pumps and aqueducts that .transfer the~lov~.
decision today, b]~ the federal Envlronme~- water.
tal P~otec~ixt Agency. and the state. But ~te pumph=g was to stop suddenly

Waterma~a~ars say today’s events have and soon because fe~leral, bJo~o~st~= hadIthe of reliable water found juven~e salmo~ high in the Sacra°potential resto~n~
supplies to Southern California afte.~" more menlo River a day or two before, This
than a decade of indecision and e~viron- meant the young fish would soon arrivi~ in
m~ntal decline in the Delta. the Delta on Iheir wag to San Fra~s~o

I =Or, the decision could limit pumping sb the Pacific.
severellr that what looks like an adequately If the), got near the state pumps, runny

wet winter ~ with tO percent more snow . would die. So, {ederal workers dosed a key
: water gate 30 miles north of the pumps ~I t hun average ~ could become what the jugular vein of southbound Deltasouthern water leaders call =a regulatory ~ to reduce direct flows from the Sacra- -drought."                                                            menlo River to the pumps.

The Delta is a sprawlir~g, ?38,000-acre                                       This and other environmental pum.~ping

I maze of more than two dozen agricultural restrictions subdttM the energetic pulsing
islands and 700 m~es el channels. The at the Banks pumping plant to a low tour-
channels have some 300 marinas and the
islands contain halfa million acres of farm- San Diego tour. That sound, Southern California wa-

ter officials say, is the sound "of fallowI |and that is irrigated by twice the annual ue~on-~uao~u~ao~fields, potential water rationing and bust-
water.supplies as San Diego County uses. nesses leaving southern cities. To dal~., the

The Sacramento River carries about 80 reservoir below the Delta still holds .’tbout

i
perce~t of Jls water from the north, andwith San Francisco Bay. half as much summer water supply as it-
the S~n Joaquin River brings in about 20It is the crossroads of Cali/ornia water,should.
percent from the south. The Delta (-~n-supplyin~ two thirds of Ca|ifo~nia’s 32 mfi-
~_ .ects on the west with Suisun Bay, a majorlion people and growers who raise 45 per- See Water on Pa~ A~4’

i rish breeding habitat, and turther westcent of lhe nation,s fruits and vegetables.
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Water; ’ " i- " .... ;’ed up thb 350-m~le Sacramento ,,A coalition of nortl~rn
::River :in’;=1991, compared with southemcitiesandSan.!oaquinYaI.

¯ - - .-?’=,;=-,~;"- -- ; . ¯ .-.!~ :117,000 its 1969. The populat~o~ lay farmers has proposed devoting
DeciSion mean C1.1~8,.~’;’ral~d to. l,td0 in 1992 but ttds 3,8 perce~t more.water t~ the im-
0~ ~11" ~l~b, 1~,8 8-~!,~,~1,, ! y~kr it hi[a low mark at 189 fish.- periled ~ish titan requirod by a draft

I¯ ¯ . "~1. . ~J"~,,Y j-: "~ish~rJes get hammered in dry 1992 state planthat farmers once
~ ~ .... ":=-?;.~:?~ ~i-::,:. :’. __’- .. : ~ year’s, Durin~ the most recent bitterly oppos~L

Contlndei:! fromA;3 :.¯- ;.. - ; - (1987-92) drought, DelL~ exportsBut it also wants to give 58 per-reac~ed histo=ic highs," said David cent less water to Delta habitats"We ~nt to=have rea~nat~y car.!. ]~ehar, executive director of the during normal or wet years than-lain operatio’~-atid to know whet.-. Bay Institute of San Prancisco, a the ]992 decision would have re;ou~" water sit,lion is going to be: major Northern C~lifo~nia environ- quired.and that it is afan~tion of hydro]ol~L manta| Ip’OUp, "The driving e~sence of our pro-and not environmental politics,’i "During the worst dry period gram has been to ass the water for
said "13m Qui~n, state water projec!! since the Dust Bowl, water exports the fisheries when it really counts,expert-for the-I, os J~gele~basedl (through the Delta) to agriculture and, when Jt is wet in the system,
Metropolitan Water District ofi were never higlter. 3"hat ~s why wegive yourself some flexibility to re-

ISouthern Celifornla0 whic~ supplies have an endangered species crisi~ cover," Quinn said;San Diego County. ~ today. "]’he), have got to do some- A draft plan from the EPA would’I’his ),ear, protecting the endan-i thing about the winter-run salmon require the south to give much
gated winter-run chinook salmon: this year."¯ more water th~n the urban-~l~icul-and the threatened Delta smelt ~ms 3"he 5-inch Delta smelt, which aural proposal, costing southerncost farms and cities south of the spends ita year]ong life in the Della, waterusers’4! perceatmo~rewaterDelta about ~-.5 times as much wa~ was de~red a threatened species thett they propose in drought ),earn Iter as San D~ego CounL), imports a!! because its numbe~ have p]um- and 156 percent more th~ the),year¯ meted by 90 percent in 20 years.

But t~e steep decline of the salm- The Sacramento split-tail, a min~- propose lit normal years.
on and Ihe hal,;,ing of the state’s now-eating Delta deni~n that San Joaquin Valley farmers
ocean s~lmon catch over the past grows to 15 inches long, is also would sustain most of this loss, but
decade have been all too real. failing and is expected to be de- experts say the shortfall in San

A total of 19] adult chinook salm-,elated end.angered or threatened, go and [,us ~ngeles would not be
on were estimated to have migrat- Othersalm.on are in trouble, trivial.
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